
INSTRUCTIONS: Quail PiÑata
by Claudia Sieb

Supplies:
Balloon
Newspaper
Water
Flour
Primer Paint
Acrylic Paint
Craft Pipe Cleaners
Buttons, Googly eyes or plastic “gems” for eyes
Black paper (cardstock weight)
Hot Glue Gun
Candy to fill

Fair Warning: Making this Baby Quail PiÑata is simple, but silly. We laughed throughout the entire 
process, not really sure how he would turn out!

Instructions:
1. To begin, blow up a round balloon. Make 
paper mache paste from simple flour and 
water. Use white flour so the gluten will make 
the paste nice and sticky. A nice hot Arizona 
day works well with paper mache because it 
dries quickly!

2. Using 1 inch by about 6 inch strips of news-
paper, cover the balloon in a thin layer and 
allow to dry. Think of the balloon knot as where 
the Quail booty will be. You will end up cutting 
it open here to fill with candy.

3. Create a beak by cutting out the beak 
pattern and taping together to form a cone. 
Then tape to the paper mache where a beak 
would go. Add another layer of strips, covering 
everything well. Allow to dry. Add a third layer 
and dry. Add more layers if you want, but not 
so many that you will have trouble breaking 
the piñata. Allow to dry thoroughly.

4. Paint the entire piñata with white primer 
paint. Allow to dry. Pop the balloon and trace a 
circle around the booty area. I used the bottom 
of a paper cup. Cut the circle you drew and 
shake out the balloon and excess dried paste.

5. Using the Quail art as a guide, paint the 
piñata to match— light gray body, orange 
beak, black at top, etc. Glue on 2 eyes, paint a 
smile, eye lashes, etc. Whatever feels fun to 
you.

6. Form the craft pipe cleaners into legs, and 
cut small slits into the body so you can fit the 
legs into the bottom of the quail. Put hot glue 
on the top of the legs, and shove into the slit, 
holding each leg, one at a time, until the glue 
dries. It only takes a moment.

7. Cut out the wings from black paper and glue 
to sides. Cut out the top feather from a strip of 
black paper about ¾ inch wide by 20 inches 
long. Curl it around a dowel or similar and glue 
onto the head. Cut the bottom piece (that will 
cover the hole) and tail feathers from black 
paper. Curl the tail feathers up, slightly. Form 
the bottom into a snug fitting cone (size it so it 
will fit over the hole) and glue or tape to form a 
shallow cone. Glue, tape or staple the feathers 
to this piece. Fill the piñata with candy and 
using a hot glue gun, glue the black bottom 
piece over the hole.

Sign up at www.greggranch.com/stay-connected/ to get the latest information and news from Gregg Ranch.



PATTERN:
Naughty Knot Caps




